
INTERNATIONAL DIVISION BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

51st Jamboree-on-the-Air
OCTOBER 18–19, 2008

WHAT IS JAMBOREE-ON-THE-AIR

The Jamboree-on-the-Air, or JOTA, is an annual Scouting 
and amateur radio event sponsored by the World 
Scout Bureau of the World Organization of the Scout 
Movement.  Thousands of amateur radio stations around 
the world participate. If the conditions are right, it is com-
mon to contact a hundred Scouting countries during the 
weekend.

In the United States, Cub Scout dens and Boy Scout patrols 
visit a local amateur’s ham shack during JOTA. Many 
districts and councils hold events that coincide with JOTA, 
where amateurs set up stations giving Scouts and leaders a 
chance to exchange greetings with Scouts from other areas.

The exchanges typically include informa-
tion such as

• Name

• Location (QTH)

• Scout rank

• Hobbies

• Age 

Some exchanges lead to long-
lasting friendships and the 
exchange of photos, badges, 
pins, and patches.

The usual communications method 
calls for speaking into a microphone. 
However, the following specialized 
communications are also used during 
JOTA:

• Slow Scan TV, or SSTV

• Amateur TV, or ATV

• Orbiting Satellite Carrying Amateur Radio, or OSCAR

• Packet radio, or modem communication without 
a phone—PSK-31

• Radio Teletype, or RTTY

• Earth-Moon-Earth, or EME, contacts

• EchoLink

There will be many stations operating, including 
the following:

• K2BSA/5  at Camp Wisdom in Dallas, Texas

• Additional K2BSA stations assigned to other areas, 
such as K2BSA/0, K2BSA/1, etc.

•  HB95, the World Scout Bureau headquarters in 
Switzerland

•  GB2GP at Gilwell Park, England

Listen for other special call signs from many countries.

WHO

JOTA welcomes partici pation by
Scouting and amateur radio 

enthusiasts  of all ages:

•  Cub Scouts

•  Boy Scouts

•  Venturers

•  Brownie Scouts

•  Girl Scouts

•   Former Scouts and Scouters

 •   Amateur radio  operators

•   Anyone interested in doing a Good 
Turn for Scouting and amateur 
radio

WHEN

JOTA always falls on the third full weekend in October.

JOTA will begin on Saturday, October 18, 2008, at 
00:01 hours local time, and end on Sunday, October, 19, 
2008, at 23:59 hours local time.
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WHERE

JOTA SCOUT FREQUENCIES

Band SSB (phone) CW (Morse code)

80-meter 3.690* and 3.940 MHz 3.570 MHz
40-meter 7.090* and 7.190 MHz 7.030 MHz
20-meter 14.290 MHz 14.060 MHz
17-meter 18.140 MHz 18.080 MHz
15-meter 21.360 MHz 21.140 MHz
12-meter 24.960 MHz 24.910 MHz
10-meter 28.390 MHz 28.190 MHz
6-meter 50.160 MHz 50-160 MHz
* Not authorized to transmit in the United States (Region 2);

however, you may listen

Note: Remember that others use these frequencies, so move off 
the listed frequency if another group is operating there. Always be 
courteous; others will find you.

HOW
Scouts and leaders should follow some of the follow-
ing tips for help in preparing for participation in 
the JOTA program:
• Contact a local amateur radio operator.
• Contact a local amateur radio club.
• Put a notice in the local newspaper.
• Run an article in the local council newsletter;

almost every local council has a Scouter involved
in amateur radio.

• Contact the American Radio Relay League’s Field
and Educational Activities Department toll free at
800-326-3942; or visit the ARRL Web site:
http://www.arrl.org/ead/jota.html.

• Request the More About Jamboree-on-the-Air 
(JOTA) guide from the International Division at 
Boy Scouts of America, International Division, S221, 
1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, P.O. Box 152079, 
Irving, TX 75015-2079.

Radio amateurs should
• Invite Scouts and Scout units to their radio shack. 

Radio  amateurs who do not know any units should 
contact the nearest BSA local council service center 
for the names of Scout unit leaders in the area. Local 
councils can be found in the phone book under “Boy 
Scouts of America.”

• Volunteer to set up a station at a district or council 
 camporee, Scout show, or other event. Contact 
the nearest BSA local council service center for 
more information.

• Call “CQ Jamboree,” or respond to such calls.
• K2BSA/? is available throughout the year for orga-

nized Scout events. K2BSA/? may be available for use 
during JOTA. Contact Ray Moyer for details by e-mail 
at rmoyer@netbsa.org, or by mail at Boy Scouts of 
America, Ray Moyer, S219, 1325 West Walnut Hill 
Lane, P.O. Box 152079, Irving, TX 75015-0279.

Please make plans early to reserve K2BSA/? for your event.

Share this fact sheet and a copy of More About Jamboree-
on-the-Air (request this publication from the International 
Division) with other radio amateurs and radio clubs.

WHAT IS OR IS NOT REQUIRED

• No reports in the form of logs are necessary. 
(This is not a contest.)

• Make the exchange of information simple, related 
to Scouting and amateur radio.

• Brief reports are requested. See the sample report 
 format on this fact sheet. This report should include:

 —Unit number and local council name and number
 —Amateur call used
 —Calls heard and worked
 —Number of participants
 —Interesting incidents and exchanges, etc.
 — Photos with captions (small group, uniformed Scout 

at mike)

JOTA CARDS

These cards are free and are available to anyone partici-
pating. They may be ordered beforehand for recording 
contacts talked to or heard during JOTA, or they may 
be awarded at Scouting or amateur radio club meet-
ings later. Send requests (specifying the number of cards 
needed) to Boy Scouts of America, Jamboree-on-the-Air 
Cards, S221, 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, P.O. Box 
152079, Irving, TX 75015-2079.

POCKET PATCHES

Temporary insignia to wear on the right pocket of the 
Scout uniform or on jackets/vests will be available after 
August 1 for $4 each (total). This insignia, like the certifi-
cate cards, will be available in LIMITED QUANTITY 
only and will not be reordered when supplies are 
exhausted. ORDER EARLY. Allow FOUR weeks for 
delivery on all orders. Checks or money orders will be 
accepted and must be made payable to the Boy Scouts 
of America. Credit cards are also accepted. We cannot 
accept cash for payment. Orders for patches are to 
be sent to the same address as for the cards.

JOTA REPORT

The JOTA report on the following pages is very impor-
tant in working on the next JOTA event. Your combined 
information will be forwarded to the World Scout Bureau 
and will be used to improve the overall event. Include 
anything that was funny, interesting, or learned, along 
with your ideas or suggestions to help improve the event. 
If you include pictures, put them on a disk using JPG 
format so they can be forwarded with the report. Make 
sure you have the full names of all those in the picture. 
Scouts in uniform would be really great. Please provide 
anything that would be of interest to others.
An example of a story: “The snow was two feet deep but 
we drank hot chocolate and talked to Scouts from New 
Zealand. They had just gotten back from swimming.”
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YOUR COMPLETED JOTA REPORT IS IMPORTANT AND REPRESENTS THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA. THIS INFORMATION IS REQUIRED 

FOR THE BSA TO REPORT TO THE WORLD SCOUT BUREAU. THE INFORMATION MUST BE RECEIVED IN THIS OFFICE NO LATER THAN 

NOVEMBER 30, 2008.

LOCAL COUNCIL NAME AND NO.: __________________________  UNIT NO.: ___________________________________

AMATEUR CALL USED: ___________________________________  CALLS HEARD AND WORKED: _______________________

NUMBER OF STATIONS PARTICIPATING IN JOTA: ____________________________________________________________

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS IN JOTA

BOY SCOUTS: ________________________________________  GIRL SCOUTS: _________________________________

RADIO AMATEURS: _____________________________________  VISITORS: _____________________________________



Please use any of the suggestions below for illustrating your report (mark the boxes of those used). See the “JOTA Report” 
section for details on the information needed.

■■ Photographs on a disk (maximum of five) in JPG format

■■ Computer disk (report)

■■ Newspaper or other clippings of your event

During our weekend, contacts were made with Scout stations in the following countries. (This is a complete list of 
countries where Scouting exists.)

■■ Algeria
■■ Angola
■■ Argentina
■■ Armenia
■■ Australia
■■ Austria
■■ Azerbaijan
■■ Bahamas
■■ Bahrain
■■ Bangladesh
■■ Barbados
■■ Belarus
■■ Belgium
■■ Belize
■■ Bhutan
■■ Bolivia
■■ Bosnia and Herzegovina
■■ Botswana
■■ Brazil
■■ Brunei
■■ Brunei Darussalam
■■ Bulgaria
■■ Burkina Faso
■■ Burundi
■■ Cameroon
■■ Canada
■■ Cape Verde
■■ Central African Republic
■■ Chad
■■ Chile
■■ Colombia
■■ Comoros
■■ Congo
■■ Costa Rica
■■ Croatia
■■ Cyprus
■■ Czech Republic
■■ Denmark

■■ Dominica
■■ Dominican Republic
■■ Ecuador
■■ Egypt
■■ Estonia
■■ Ethiopia
■■ Fiji
■■ Finland
■■ France
■■ Gabon
■■ Gambia
■■ Georgia
■■ Germany
■■ Ghana
■■ Greece
■■ Grenada
■■ Guatemala
■■ Guyana
■■ Haiti
■■ Honduras
■■ Hong Kong
■■ Hungary
■■ Iceland
■■ Ireland
■■ Israel
■■ Italy
■■ Ivory Coast
■■ Jamaica
■■ Japan
■■ Jordan
■■ Kenya
■■ Kiribati
■■ Kuwait
■■ Latvia
■■ Lebanon
■■ Lesotho
■■ Liberia
■■ Libya

■■ Liechtenstein
■■ Luxembourg
■■ Macedonia, Former Yugoslav
 Republic
■■ Madagascar
■■ Malaysia
■■ Maldives
■■ Malta
■■ Mauritania
■■ Mauritius
■■ Mexico
■■ Moldavia
■■ Monaco
■■ Mongolia
■■ Morocco
■■ Mozambique
■■ Namibia
■■ Nepal
■■ Netherlands
■■ Netherlands Antilles
■■ New Zealand
■■ Nicaragua
■■ Niger
■■ Nigeria
■■ Norway
■■ Oman
■■ Pakistan
■■ Palestinian Authority
■■ Panama
■■ Papua New Guinea
■■ Paraguay
■■ Peru
■■ Philippines
■■ Poland
■■ Portugal
■■ Qatar
■■ Republic of China
■■ Romania

■■ Russian Federation
■■ Rwanda
■■ St. Lucia
■■ St. Vincent
■■ San Marino
■■ Senegal
■■ Seychelles
■■ Sierra Leone
■■ Singapore
■■ Slovakia
■■ Slovenia
■■ South Africa
■■ South Korea
■■ Spain
■■ Sri Lanka
■■ Sudan
■■ Surinam
■■ Swaziland
■■ Sweden
■■ Switzerland
■■ Tajikistan
■■ Tanzania
■■ Thailand
■■ Togo
■■ Trinidad and Tobago
■■ Tunisia
■■ Turkey
■■ United Arab Emirates
■■ Uganda
■■ United Kingdom
■■ United States
■■ Uruguay
■■ Venezuela
■■ World Scout Bureau, HB9S
■■ Yemen
■■ Yugoslavia
■■ Zambia
■■ Zimbabwe

Please send your JOTA story along with any attachments to Boy Scouts of America, JOTA Coordinator, International 
Division, S221, 1325 West Walnut Hill Lane, P.O. Box 152079, Irving, TX 75015-2079.

The report must be submitted to the World Scout Bureau. The deadline is November 30, 2008.
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